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Lincoln parade home is 100 percent solar 

MATT OLBERDING Lincoln Journal Star       May 18, 2018 

  

One of the houses that's part of this year's Parade of Homes is a little bit 

different than the others. 

Viewed from the front, the house looks just like its neighbors on Chartwell Lane 

in the Village Gardens development. 

But walk around back, and you'll see what makes it unique: a few dozen solar 

panels covering most of the rear roof surfaces on the two-story home. 

The five-bedroom, four-bath home is a net-zero, or zero-energy, home, meaning 

it can get all the power it needs from the sun. 

The home, dubbed the "Sun Haven," was built by Wilderness Construction, 

which is owned by Jess Baker, who also is co-owner of GRNE Solar, and 

designed by local architectual firm Authenticity LLC. 

"The home was designed from day one with solar in mind," Baker said. 

He said he believes it's the first zero-energy solar home built inside the city 

limits. There are a couple in the county that Authenticity also designed, and 

there may be others. 

Baker said construction of the home was a "perfect scenario" where everything 

came together. He was looking to build an all-solar home and he had a client 

with a wish to own one. 

The home is still connected to the electric grid, which allows it to have 

electricity if there are prolonged periods when the sun doesn't shine, Baker said. 
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It offsets the grid electricity it uses by selling the energy it generates to Lincoln 

Electric System. 

Baker said making a home zero-energy, or "energy positive," by installing solar 

panels can cost $15,000-$20,000. But the payoff period can be as little as eight 

years for local homeowners who take advantage of a federal energy tax credit of 

30 percent as well as local solar incentives. 

Solar was the fastest-growing energy source worldwide last year, with capacity 

increasing nearly 30 percent, and Baker said GRNE has done installations on 

both new and existing residential, commercial and industrial buildings, and has 

built solar arrays for agricultural producers and municipalities. 

He said he expects solar to keep growing because it is easy to customize to each 

user and also has less impact on surrounding properties than other alternative 

energy sources, such as wind. 

 


